Evaluation of four commercial methods for identification and biotyping of genital and neonatal strains of Haemophilus species.
Four commercial methods for identification of Haemophilus species were evaluated in comparison to conventional methods using 188 genital and neonatal Haemophilus strains. In the case of discrepancies between results obtained by the different methods, DNA-DNA hybridization was performed. The four commercial systems and conventional methods showed excellent correlation of results in 167 strains (88%). DNA-DNA hybridization was performed in 8 strains with discrepant identification results and 13 strains with discrepant biotyping results. In 15 cases discrepancies could be explained by the fact that the strains belonged to a newly recognised species of Haemophilus.